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of decision by considerations purely morphological. Were
the coccidial resemblance of these nuclear phenomena far
more intimate than it actually is the extreme a priori im-
probabilities-which it was the’ object of my paper to point
out-would have to be surmounted before such could be
regarded with the faintest show of probability as bon&acirc;-fide
parasitic organisms.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
HERBERT SNOW.

"R&Ouml;THELN AND SCARLET FEVER."
To the .Editors of THE LANCET..

SIRS, -Dr. Atkinson says that the weak points in my argument
are (1) my assumed correctness of my diagnosis, and (2) my
assumption that he put forward one symptom by itself. I
cannot imagine how anyone could twist the sentence

beginning "Is it possible " and ending "or was I mistaken
in diagnosing scarlet fever in the first instance" into an
assumption of correctness. I began my letter by calling into
question the first, second, third, and fifth points, and not only
one. I therefore think that I am justified in coming to the
conclusion that no weak point existed. From my own expe-
rience I have no hesitation in saying that the statement con-
tained in Dr. Atkinson’s letter that " one week may be con-
sidered as the shortest initial fever in scarlet fever " is
altogether inaccurate. Dr. William Squire in "Quain’s Dic-
tionary of Medicine" says : "Sadden illness comes on within
an hour of apparent health, or after a day or two’s warning
sensations in the throat." I have been able in very many
cases to prove that this apparent health was a reality as far as
it was possible for a medical man to j judge. Personally, when
in doubt, I act on the principle of preparing for the worst
and take precautions for scarlet fever. This appears to me
to be the safer plan when one bears in mind the awfully
sudden void sometimes caused by scarlet fever in a family.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
W. HAWKINS CUTHBERT, L.R.C.P., L. R. C. S. Edin.

Aberdovey, N. Wales, Dec. 6th, 1893.
W. HAWKINS CUTHBERT, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Edin.

"A LEICESTER HOSPITAL EXPERIMENT."
To the -Editors of THE LANCET.

Sms -Your annotation under the above heading in THE
LANCET of Dec. 9th comes at a most opportune moment.
Would that it could be read, marked, learnt, and inwardly
digested by each individual member of the foolhardy
majority of the sanitary committee of the Leicester corpora-
tion before they have finally made arrangements to reopen
the hospital so recently occupied by small-pox patients for
the reception of scarlet fever cases, and whilst, indeed, some
of such wards are still occupied by cases of small-
pox. The only safe plan is for a small-pox hospital
to be erected two or three miles away from the town
in an isolated spot, in the meantime, and, until this town
and neighbourhood are perfectly free from small-pox, to con-
tinue to treat such cases in the present hospital ; then-as I
have already suggested in the columns of our local press-
"make a bonfire " of the present hospital and erect on its
thus thoroughly disinfected site a hospital for scarlet fever
cases on really scientific and sanitary principles. The
scarlet fever cases had much better, for the present, continue
to be treated at home than, by being taken to the hos-
pital in its present condition, incur the risk of being brought
within the radius of the contagium of small-pox. There
is, again, no very great hurry, under the special circum-
stances of the case, for the scarlet fever cases to be
isolated in hospital. This I can prove by statistics from
my own practice. For example, I find that since Oct. lltb,
1892-at which time the first of my scarlet fever cases

had to be treated at home in consequence of the out-
break of small-pox in the scarlet fever wards-in less than
10 per cent. of cases notified and attended by me has
the disease spread to a second member of the same house-
hold. This shows, too, that isolation has been fairly well
carried out at home. Then, again, this scarlet fever
epidemic has, on the whole, been of a very mild type, so
much so that some of the children attacked have had no
medical man to attend them until it has been casually found
out that they weredesquamating. It is therefore probable
that such mild cases would have spread the disease just as

much even if the hospital bad been in a fit state for the
reception of scarlet fever cases.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
W. L’HEUREUX BLENKARNE.

Surgeon to the Leicester Provident Dispensary.
Humberstone road, Leicester, Dec. 11th, 1893.

SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF THE WIDOWS
AND ORPHANS OF MEDICAL MEN.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I notice in THE LANCET the advertisement annually
put forth at this time of the year in the hope of inducing the
younger members of our profession to make an absolutely
safe provision for their widows and orphans. The Society is,
to all intents and purposes, an insurance society, in which &

premium of only two guineas per annum guarantees a pro-
vision for the widow and orphans of the payer should they
be left in want. Of course, if a member leaves his family
well provided for at his death his subscriptions go to support;
the widows and orphans of less fortunate members ; but he
has the satisfaction of knowing that, come what may, he has
secured those who are dependent upon him from destitution.

I am, Sirs, yours obediently,
Dec. 4th, 1893. A VICE-PRESIDENT.

OBJECTIONABLE ADVERTISEMENTS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

, SIRS,-The council of the Lancashire and Cheshire Branch
of the British Medical Association passed the following resolu-

; tion at their meeting held on the 7th inst. : ’’ The council of
the Lancashire and Cheshire Branch of the British Medical

: Association, having had their attention called to the insertion
of indecent advertisements respecting female irregularities
in the prominent daily and weekly papers, beg to condemn
such advertisements as indecent and apt to encourage the-
adoption by pregnant women of means for procuring abor-
tion. "-I am. Sirs. vours faithfully.

T. GARRETT HORDER.

Owing to the pressure upon our columns several com-
munications dealing with the Medical Defence Union and the-
London and Counties Medical Protection Society have been
unavoidably held over.-ED. L.

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

-River Purification.
THE long-enduring policy of the Irwell and Mersey Joint

Conservancy Board is at length beginning to bear fruit, if one
may judge from two or three incidents which have occurred
in this district since the date of my last letter. Notwith-
standing the incomprehensible conduct of the Bury magis-
trate with regard to the prosecution of the corporation of that
much-erring borough by the aforesaid joint committee-
conduct, by the way, which has met with universal condemna-
tion by the friends of sanitation in these parts-there are
signs that many of the chief polluters of the Irwell and its
tributaries are determined to turn over a new leaf. Only last
week the recently incorporated and thriving borough of
Middleton was honoured with a visit by two of the senior
inspectors of the Local Government Board, for the purpose
of inquiring into the merits of a scheme which the corpora-
tion had submitted to the Board with the object of dealing
efficiently with the sewage of the town. The inquiry, which
was of the usual formal character, took place in the borough
town hall. The case for the corporation was ably put before
the inspectors by Mr. Yates, recorder for Salford, who wa&

instructed by the town clerk, the borough engineer, the medical
officer of health and others being also present. The Middleton
authorities propose to deal with their sewage by precipita-
tion and afterwards to pass the effluent through polaxite
filters before discharge into the river Irk. The greater part
of the site on which the works are to be constructed is.
within the borough of Middleton, but a few acres of it lie
in the township of Blackley, which is now part of the city


